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her presence, and treated his leg: and the fat of his
stomach as directed. Then her children came on the
scene, violently abused the villagers and village officers.
and told them that they were the cause of their mother's
death. The deity looked at her children with favour,
and declared that they should always be her children.
and that without them no worship should be offered to
her* The Asadis1 claim to be descendants of these
children, and during the festivals exercise the hereditary
privilege of abusing the villagers and village officers in
their songs. After being beheaded, tha husband was
bora again as a buffalo, and for this reason a bufJalo is
offered in sacrifice to Uranima, the village goddess.
A Tragic Tale? Such ceremonies as the buffalo-
sacrifice, gruesome as they seem, when witnessed in
broad daylight, with the accompaniments of devil-
music, bell-ringing and shouting, or rather shrieking,
are much more awe-inspiring when seen at night, and
are likely to impress a stranger in an unpleasant manner,
as the following will show.   A----- was a stranger to
the cotmtry and its ways. He was returning home laie
one night, guided along his path by the uncertain rays
of a young moon* Missing his way, he strayed towards
the shrine of the village goddess; and when passing
the low walls of the temple his attention was suddenly
arrested by a heart-rending moan, seemingly uttered by
some one in great distress, inside the walled enclosure.
Impelled by thoughts of rendering help to a fellow
creature in distress, A-----approached the temple wall,
and looking over it, saw the prostrate form of a young
and handsome female, of the better class of Hindus,
lying motionless as death on the stone pavement*
Thoughts of dark intrigues and mysterious murders of
a decidedly Eastern type impelled him to climb over
the wall; and he was beading over the woman, his hand
stretched out in the act of raising up what he believed
was the lifeless remains of the victim of some ghastly
1 See above, p. 44,
8 This story appeared in the Madras Mail,